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Principal’s Report
Constant public debate about the merit of operating schools and preschools has been unsettling for everyone. The
guidance received yesterday was that all schools and preschools will stay open. However, parents can choose to keep
their children at home.
DfE reports that the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC), made up of the chief health officers
from each state and territory, does not support the closure of school sites. The AHPPC views schools as an essential
service and strongly supports keeping them open.
As a result, here in South Australia, we will keep our schools and preschools open until national health advice changes.
However, any parents who wish to keep their children at home are free to do so, and can be assured that the school
will support whatever decision you choose to make for your family.
Should you chose to self-isolate, please could you send us an email or Class Dojo message, communicating your
intentions to us in writing. Please include the dates during which your children will be away from school. Thank you.
If you require any additional, up-to-date information, please visit
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/covid-19-coronavirus/covid-19coronavirus-latest-advice
Other sources of information include:

Friday Lunch Orders Cancellation
Please note that Nosh has temporarily ceased trading and, as a result, there will be no lunch orders available on Friday.

Protective Practices
As a site, we continue to increase the number of protective steps which now include:





Additional cleaning hours & provisions
Consistent social distancing practices across the school
Clear & consistent hygiene promotion in all classrooms
Reduction in visitors to the school (eg. work experience students, pre-service teachers)

NAPLAN 2020 cancelled
As you may be aware, Australia’s Education Ministers met last Friday and decided that NAPLAN will be cancelled for
2020.
This decision was made so that school leaders, teachers and support staff can focus on the wellbeing of students and
prepare for the continuity of education, including working on online and remote learning options.
This decision means that the scheduled testing of NAPLAN Online platform, the Coordination Practice Test (CPT)
planned for today, did not go ahead.
The Ministers thank you all for the hard work of every school in preparing for the CPT and all the preparations for NAPLAN
in general.

Visits to classrooms
Given the continuing evolving situation regarding the Corona Virus-COVID-19, we would like to advise that from
tomorrow it would be preferred if parents/carers did not enter the classrooms at the beginning and end of the day. This
is primarily to support current social distancing expectations and assisting us to minimize risk to parents, staff and
students.
Please drop your child off at the beginning of the day (outside of classrooms) and meet them outside the classrooms to
pick up at the end of the day, whenever possible.
In making this request, we keep in mind that we don’t want to cause any undue stress or worry to the students or
parents; therefore, if you need to accompany your child into classrooms, please do so with social distancing in mind.
Due to the close community ties we have at this school, this is a difficult request; however, it is essential that we support
those most vulnerable in our community in the best way possible at this time.
If you do need to make contact with staff at any time, we certainly encourage you do so, but phone calls, emails or
Dojo message are preferred.
Learning at home resources
Schools have had many requests for work to be sent home from parents of children who have chosen to self-isolate.
This is challenging for sites to manage at present, as teachers are still needing to prepare for classroom teaching, and
our ICT infrastructure does not readily support on-line learning. At this stage, we are unable to provide individual
learning resources for children who are not at school.
DfE is working hard to transition to a flexible delivery model so that learning can happen at home, as well as at school,
recognising that we need an approach where kids can continue their learning, regardless of where they are. DfE’s
Learning from Home online presence _ “Our Learning SA” has launched today and will provide you with materials to
support you to teach your child at home. This is a resource for students, families, teachers and schools.

These materials promoted continued learning between school and home. Aligned to the Early Years Framework and
the Australian Curriculum, these resources support learning in the classroom and beyond, and are the recommended
source of learning activities. They can be accessed at

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa

A range of other learning materials are accessible through the following websites:
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/curriculum-and-teaching/teaching-and-learning-resources
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/continuity-of-education
We are also working on developing our own learning packages that do not require
internet access and will complete these packages in the next few days. You may have
noticed that a blank book has been sent home with your child. This is for them to use at
home if needed. If you have kept your child at home, please do not contact your
child’s teacher requesting individual work programs – we will send home our materials
via email as soon as we are able.
Below are some additional resources to support you which are all free to access and
provide engaging learning opportunities for your child.
Structuring the day: Maintaining a structure to provide balance to each day will
support you and your child. Here is an example of how you might wish to include
physical activity, hands on learning and some quiet online learning time.
Online Free Resources: An overwhelming number of free online resources are available
to you, which provide opportunities for children to engage with a mix of Reading,
Writing, Maths, Science, Arts, History, Geography and more.
Here are some online resources which you may wish to look at:

I will continue to keep you updated as new information is provided. Please take good care and stay well,
Kind regards, Michelle

